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EE E N T. 15 
| The Care, of Religi 


Fen, 


Can jab this Treatiſe with no better PEDES for our commay 
the Care of our Holy Religion: As no Projects or Intentions ſor. the Con 
Good, nor Armies ond Navies Equipt for ihe Defence of a Kingdom, can ve 
Succeſs without · the ſpecial, Providence of the Almighty 3.10 in all ohr Tra 
ons for the Scare, and the Queen, the Head theregf, we gught;! . _ 
ſpe him, by whom Queens Reign, and by whom Kingdoms f The Heache 
Romans would never. begin an Encerpcize: without Invgcation and gpl 
tal Gods, belicying that nothing could: be well (aid or dene wiybour. d 3 48 
Pliny expreſfeth himſelf in the begioning of his Panegyrick.to Ae 1 ab yet baker 
and more Worthy Examples from the Holy Scriptures. And therefore do I V with chis 
Ext edient, Beſeeching che Almighty, who gives unto e Wiſdg a rode Can it — 
the Hearts of our Repreſegtatives, to take ſuch. Care of our Ho e 
of Cod, ths 5 — ang, Mercy wed Attend all our Under 
varies of om Dear Cquntey. 
vours In this this Faine oughe por tc to be Citcumſerihe d to a e 

—.— d and,Exrenfive; as tt ue Charity it ſelf; Our Reprefengatives, in the Laus of 
our Auceſtotz, are call d the, Grand Inqueſt ,of the Nation, he Common Council of the 
whole Kingdom; they are to enquire. into the Grieygnces, and to hear the Complaints 
of all. chegood People, without any; e bed, ſuch of ſured Pacty in Religion. The Col - 

e Religious Body, gf, ehe Kingdom iſtians under the Denomine- 
tion o of Prax d and ;zxþqever; goes! do — . and make Parties among 
em, is by ſo much an Enemy to our Holy Religion, E 
amongſt its Membgrs, mdeficoy the whole-Bogy joh the Church. 

We ought wellito en hetwixt Opinion aud Religion, betwint the Notions of par- 
ticular petſons ng the Doctrines of tha Eſtabliſn d Church and the Doctrines 
themſelves, ache — the Church of England ate ſuch as no good — can 

Gainſay, and yer fem dhoſeyery - Doſtrines have Men raigd. Opinions that have 

che Nation in a Hlamga ſuch a5 are the Dodrines gf if aſive · Obedience aud Von · Reſiſt ane, 

d other Enflaving Tenents 3 and indeed we were at Jaft come to that paſs, that we muſt 

of the Religion in Faſhion, 7. e. Of the Opinion of the Great Men at Court; orher- 
A2 wiſe 


<4) | 
wiſe we ſhould not be efteemed good Churchmen, or Qualified for the Princes Favour; and 
by this Means, at laſt in the Reign of King James II. we were told we muſt be of the 
Kings Religion; I only mention this to let you ſee how Fatal Opinions in Religion are, 
when they become Predominant in a Kingdom ; and how little Regard we 7 to have 
to the Opinions of Stateſmen in Matters 4 Religion, who advance Notions both in Church 


and State, only to ſerve their own Private Intereſt at the Expence of the Publick: For tis 


well known that the Opinions raiſed by Stateſmen in the Reign of King Charles II. and 
whictr were continued by James II. coſt us above 70 Millions of Money 3 and the preſent 
War being the Eflect of thoſe Opinions, we dont know but it may coft us above 
as much more. _ 

We can therefore never be too-Nice in our Diſtinctions betwixt Opinion and Religion; 


for tho Opinionators may ſeem Religious Men, you'll find em in the Bottom Self-Intereſted 


Chriſtians, abundance of Self-Intereft in em, ſer off with the thin pretence of Religion; as 


a little Oyl will cover a great Superficics of Water. And it has always been obſerved, 
that Men who have made deſperate Concluſions, end ſuch as have formed ſtrange Opinions 


from the Dodrinals of Religion, have been poſſeſſed with a Spirit of Perſecution, 
than which nothing is more diſagreeable with the Doctrines of our Bleſſed Saviour, who 


is the Head of his Viſible Church, throughout all the World: And in all Ages we find 
that. where Perſecution has been encouraged and promoted, in that place there has been a 


Viſible Decay of Piety, and true Religion, and, in fine, a Loſs of Liberty and. Property co 


the People. As the Duke of Buckingham very well ſays in his Speech to the Houſe of Lords. 


There is, methinks, in this Notion of Perſecution, 4 very groſs miſtake, both as to the Point of Go- 
vernment, and the Point of Religion.—There is ſo as to the Point of Government ; becauſe it males 
every Mans Safety depend on the Wrong Place, not upon the Governour, or 4 Mans Living 
well towards the Civil Government Eſtabliſbed by Law, but upon bis being Tranſported with 


| ®tal for every Opinion that is held by thoſe-that have Power in the Church them in Faſhion, 


And it is, I conceive, 4 Miſtake in Religion, becauſe it is peſnively againſt the Ex- 
preſs Do#tint and Example of Jeſus Chriſt. Nay, my Lavds, as to our Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, there is ſomething in it yet worſe; for we Proteſtants maintain, that none of thoſe 


Opinions, which Chriſtians differ about, are Infallible 3 and therefore in us it is ſomewhat an 


Inexccuſabje Conception, That Mien ought to be deprived of their Inheritance, and all the Certain 
— — Advantages of Life, becauſe they will not agree with us, in ow Uncertain Opi> 
nions ef Religion. | : 
Now we _ not Circumſcribe Perſecution to Dragooning, and Violent Actions on the 
Bodies of Men, nor to Impriſonments, and Seizures of Goods, and Diſpofing of Heritages : 
Men arc otherwiſe Perſecured;viz. by the Tongue, and when they are Miſrepreſented to the 
Soveraign, as Enemies to the State, becauſe they do not entertain the fame- Opinions 
in Religion with the Miniſters of the Court; when they are hereby incapacitated 
from Pablick Employments, which are the Tokens of Royal Favour, and are the Birth- 
right of "Engliſhmen without Diſtinctien : Beſides the Damage this does Religion it ſelf, 
this practiſe viſibly affects the State; for hereby Men that are alrogether Ignorant of the 
Employ ments and Offices they poſſeſs, are advanced to ſuch Poſts, meerly upon Confi> 
derations of their being of the Faſhionable Opinion in Religion; thus the Government 


js ill Ser ved, and the Publick Treaſure miſerably Laviſh'd and Confounded, thro' the 


Religious Caprice of Leading Men in rhe State. 
Thoſe who confine, Religion to private Opinions, do not only alter the Nature, but 
theredy they deſtroy the very Effence of it; for when Religion and ſecular Notions are 


_ confounded- one with the other, we are put to the Trouble of ſeparating them, before 
we can diſtinguiſh one from the other. And a Religion thus conſus'd, and interwoven. 
with Secular Intereſt, can be called no other than a State Religions which if we examine 
to the Natute af it, we ſhall find it the moſi incongruous and ſudefenſible Point that 

; PR | can 
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tan be. It is impoſſible thar a State ſhould be ſupported by Opinions in Religion; 
Becauſe thoſe Opinions can never ſuite the Minds of all the People of a Realm, and tis 
the People, and not their Opinions, that are the Defence of a Government: Now we have 
Laws that are made for the Security of the Government, and thoſe Laws are ſuited to 
rhe Minds of the People; every Man having Protection from them, which he never can 
expect from Opinions in Religion. And thoſe Princes. tliar have Built their Thrones on 
the Sandy Foundations of their Courtiers Notions, have found themſelves miſtaken when 
they have expected Stability from thoſe Props; and I have always made it my Obſerva- 
tion, That thoſe Miniſters who have been ſuch mighty Sticklers for Notions and Opini- 
ons in Religion, have ever been Men of the Weakeſt parts, and the leaſt Read in Max- 
ims of Policy, and have hardly been capable of Underſtanding a Paragraph in Mzchia- 
vel; but by their Cangin Religion, with new Opinions and Notions, fuited to the Ar- 
s, they have curry'd Favour with theit Soveraigus, for their 
own Advantage, and as often co the Ruit of the Prince, of which we do not want Inſtan - 


ces, in Engliſh Hiſtory, ; 

I have hitherto ſpokeg of Religious Opinions in General, let me now bring the Diſ- 
courſe nearer home, and"Ipply it to the Religion of England: The Church of England, 
as it is by Law Eſtabliſhed, I may, without Detraction from Foreign Reformed Chur- 
ches, believe to be the Head of the Proteſtant Churches; its Doctrimes are Sound, and 


Agrecable to the Canon of the Scriptures : The Laws of our Country have recognized the 


aws of God, and the true Worſhip of him, is enforced by the Sanction of our Legiſlative 
+; Power; ſo that in England we may ſay, The cheiſtian Religion in its Purity is thoroughly 


Eſtabliſn d. Now theſe Opinions and Notions of Religion, which are the Effect of Inte- 


1 reſt or Fancy, are not to be deemed any part of the Eſtabliſh'd Religion. The Defign 


of conſtituting a Cliurch under ſuch or ſuch Arrittes of Religion, is meerly fer the Ser- 


4 vice of God, and the Good of the Souls of Men: Whatſoever Notions therefore are 
advanced contrary to the End and Deſign of irs Conſtitution, ought to come under-che 
IJ * of the Civil Magiſtrates, as deteſtable Errors. | 


e Reader perhaps will ay that I am rr of perſecution, hilſt I am ſpeaking 
ainſt it: God forbid that I ſhould have ſuch a ale; Iſpeak not here of Religion, but 
the Exceſs of it, which is Superſtition; or Immdrality, which is a Privation of all Religion. 

Religion, like Vertue, conſiſts in a Mediderity. I hope I may Love the Church of England 

very well without running on the Ridge of it, or Supplanting the Devil by ſhoving him 

from his Seat on the Pinnacle of the Temple. All Mens Spirits are not alike Volatile ; one 


Man has not ſo much Mercury in his Compoſition as another, and if ſo, there is Difference 


in the Bodies of Men, ſome are Groſs and Fat, others are Thin and Light; one Man can 
hardly Aſcend the Belfrey, by the time another is got imo the Spire of the Steeple 3 ſome 


| Sons of the Church are meer Anakims, octiers bur Prgmies, and who can Help all this? We 


are no more able to change our Minds than we ate able to change our Bodies, and yet for 
all the Differences before mentioned, we all of us belong to the Church of England, as much 
as we do to the Species of Mankind, notwithſtanding the Differences of Shape and 


Stature. But the moderate Churchman is ſtil! the better Chriſtian. Extreams are as trou- 
# bleſome in Religion, as4n the Body: If the Blood be heated ro am Intenfe Degree, the Fea · 
ver hardens the Earthly Tabernacle till it moulders into its Original Duſt 3 if the Blood 
be child by extream Cold, the Limbs grow Friggid, the Joints are Benumb d, and the 


Compeſitum is Shrivel'd to a Carcaſe: Tis the ſame thing in - Religion, when an Imempe- 
rate Heat has ſeiz id the Man, he mounts like a Rochet in the Air, till we have loſt the 


J Chriſtian out of Sight; and when he Deſcends to Tmmor ality, than both the Man and the 


Chriſtian is loſt in Senſualuy and Vice. 

I have made it my general Obſervation of theſe High-Fhers-in Religion, chat they are ei · 
her Men of no Morals, Diſſolute Lives and Converſation, Eremies to the Life of Good- 
aeſs, and Oppoſers of Reformation of Manners 3 or elſe they are Men of ſeeming Morals,. 

; | and 


(6) 
-amil that make Specious pretenſions to the Church, for the Siniſter Ends of Profit and 
. preferment. Tis a hard matter to judge of the Hearts of Men; we have but one way al- 


lowed us to do it by, and that is by their Actions: Now when I ſee a Man given to all 1 


o 


manner of Debauchery and Prophaneſs, when I hear him Curſe and Blaſpheme, and unwar- | 


ratitly Reproach and Cenſure his Neighbour, whatever Pretenſioss he can make to Reli- © 
gion, I muſt conclude he is no true Son of the Church of England; becauſe his Life and 
Converſation is not warranted by her Articles of Religion, and becauſe he is in a League 
and Friendſhip with Vice and Immorality, which are her greateſt Enemies. When 1 find & 
a Man making a pretence to the Church and Religion, and find that Gain is the Occaſion i 
of his Godlineſs, that, under a Pretence of Religion, he Accumulates Offices and Wealth, 
without any Regard to the Honour of the Crown,and the Neceſſities of the State; I muſt 
not believe this Man to be a true Son of che Church of England this is che moſt | 
dangerous of all Pretentfers ro the Church; for he looks ſo much NKe its Legitimate Iſſue, | 
that he can hardly be diſcerned from her true Sons. Coveteonſneſs may paſs for Thriftineſs | 
and may ſeem the contrary to Profuſeneſs and Ext ravagance; a Mans Penury may keep him 

4 from Drunkenneſs, and ſo he may be efteemed a Sober Man; Reaſons of Intereſt may 
keep him from Curſing and Swearing, and other manner of Pro baneſsz and thus he is 
0,008 dahgeron?, becauſe he is within us, and we do not eſteem him an Enemy as 
ne ee dee ene; Wh 
| The only true Son of the Church is therefore one, that not only owns, but PraRiſes her 
4 Doctrines; chat is not in Shew only, but in Deed a Chriſtian; that Loyes Chriſt in all his 7 
Members, wliether High ot Low, Rich or Poor, or of what Party or Denomination ſoever: 
[ | He is one that re joyces to ſee che Work of Reformation done by any Hands, and loves the 
ö Inſtrument that does it, let it be of what Make or Size ſoever: When he ſees many tur- 
ned to Righteouſneſs, he does not Envy thoſe that have done it, their Shining like Star in 
the Firmament of Heaven, ie will not fall out wich his Brother in the wy to — al 4 
on the ſmall Punctilio's of Decency arid Order, and the Right Hand of Fellowſhip; but 

will Comiort and Aſſiſt him in the Hazatdous and Slippery way to Eternity; he will eaſe © 
Him of his Butthen, by helping him to remove the Scruples from his Conſcience, by diſ- 

* -intavgtiog him from the Ferters of Siu, which makes him move ſo heavily on in his way 

| to Salvation, The Buſineſs of his Life is co do good co the Souls of Men, and to their Bo- 

dies, by Strengthening the Weak, and Confirming the Strong, by being Charitable to the 

Poor, and a Friend to the Juſt Rights aud Liberties of Mankind. | 

© This is the Temper and Inclination of a good Chriftian,avd the very Churactetiſtick of a 
ttue Member of the Church of Enęland; and this ls the Temper mat mult be maintain'd | 
amongſt all the Proſeſſors of Religion in England: This is the true Religien aud Undefiled, | 
in the Preſervation of which, we may expect the Bleſſing of the rages Br gon our 
F Queen, on our Selves, on our Navy, on our Armies; and without which, we muſt expect 
iS | nothing bur Judgment, And this leads me to 5 3 


— — — ” 7 - 
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— - 


Of Union amongſt all Proteſtants. 


1 this indeed is a Noble Expedient, and worthy the Care of a Chriftian Senate. 

. Nor is it an Herculean Labour, an uoſurmounrable Difficulty. If we could once 
, Refotth our ſelves from Pride and Hauębtineſi, from Self Love and Envy, and from an In- 
ö | piacabte, Inveterate Temper of Mind, fol ſoon might this Glorious Work be effected? 
© Tho' we are ſo far off from this happy Strate, merhioks there is a near paſſage to ir; and 


is chere any need of Arguments to reconcile Mzn to themſelves, and to their own Ererna! 
| | ; Intereſt? 
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Intereſt? We have made ſeveral Attempis towards a Comprehe iſion among Proteffanz* 
Diſſemers, and the Church, which by ſome Wiſe Mea has been thought practicable z eſpe - 


* cially betwixr the Church and the Presbyterians, who are by much the greater part of the 


Diſſenters. There was a great Step taken towards this good Work ſome Years ago 3 but 
as if God Almighty would not beſtow fo great a Bleſſing on ſo Siaſu! a Nation as England, 
he took to Himſelf the great Inſtruments engaged therein, all in one Years time, vix. 


Our Great uu Mary of Bleſfed and Immortal Memory, the Learned and Pious DoSor 
rc 


Tillitſon, Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, and the Reverend and Learned Mr. Flemming. This 
was a Year wherein the Church of Chriſt, and the State of England, received the greateſt 


# Blow that has been known in the Memory of Man, by loſs of its great Patrons: And ever 


fince their Deaths no Advance have been made towards an Accommodation among. 
Proteſtants, Profeſfing the ſame Faith, and living under the (ame. Governmen-. 

» In Religion, as in Phyjck, we muſt look into the Cauſes of the Diſtemper, we ruſt know 
its Origine before we can Rationally propoſe Remedies for a Cure. And here we need 
not look farther back than to the Reſtoration of King Charles Il. at which Time the Diſ- 
ſent began; the Biſhops. were reftored with the King, and the Fpiſcopal Government was 
Re-Eſtabliſhed in England, Thoſe Perſons who had enjoyed the Church Revenxes in the 
time of the Common-Wealth, having taken the Solemn League and Covenant, could not 
comply with the Ceremonies of the Church,. without breach of Oath and Covenant, and 


7 without Violence Offered to their Conſciences; whereupon they left their Livings, but 
thinking themſelves Bound, Virtute Officjj,to Preach the Goſpel, they ſer up ſeparate Con- 
3 gregations, and Exerciſed their Miniſterial Functions in private. | | 


ie Churchmen being reſtored, with a Genius peculiar to Party-Engliſhmen,; they uſed 
alt the Violence that poſſible could be againſt the Diſſencers, ſo that the whole Reign of 


2 King Charles the Second was a continued Scene of Perſecution, only with ſome ſnort In- 
*# reryals of Indulgence : And tho King Charles 2d, in his Nature was a Merciful Prince, and 
no way Enclined to Perſecution, yet the Tamiuies of that Reign prefs'd him ſo cloſe, that 

we find in the Acts of his Time, he could not get a Money Bill paſsd before he had paſs d 


ſome Oppreſſive Act or other againſt the Diſſenters. The Perſecution viſibly encreaſed the 
Number of the Diſſenters, inſtead of leſſening them; they throve like Camomile by Op- 
preſſion 3 and as it is contrary to Reaſon that outward Puniſhments ſhould Effect and 
Convince the Mind, ſo by Experience we know, that no Prince yer could by the Seve- 
rity of Humane Laws, bring his Subjects to a Uniformiry of Principles. The #rexch King 
has for many Years Executed his Tyranny in Maſſacres, Murders, and Dragoming of his 
Proteſtant Subjects into a Compliance with his way of Worſhip, by which Means. ſome - 
Hundred Thouſands of them have left their Country to the ' weakening of its Native 
Strength; and yet we find there are enough of them left in the little Coumty of the Ce- 
vennes, to withſtand by Force of Arms all the Troops he can ſend to Suppreſs them. 
Perſecution and Irreligion, are Inſeparable Companions: As the Clergy at that time grew 
Formidable by the Execution of the Acts made againſt Proteſtant Diflenters, fo they lit- 
tle minded their Preaching Work; and growing tod Scandalous in their Lives and Con- 
verſations, they hereby encreas'd the Number of the Diſſenters. And indeed this one 
thing has made above half the Diſſenters in England: All the People of our Country are 
Religious, at leaſt in Notion, and they think they are Bound to ſerve God in ſome man- 
ner or other: Some are Chriſtians indeed, and have a reliſn and favour of the great 
things belonging to Salvation. Theſe go not to Church out of Formality and She w, they 
have no other views in Religion than the good of their Immortal Souls in a Future State. 
They go not forth to ſee a Reed ſhaken with the Wind, bur to hear a Prophet, Who 


mall reveal to them the gteat Myſteries of the Goſpel. They come not to Church to 


hear Stories of 41, and bitter and uncharicable Reflections on their Proreftant Brethren; 
but to be Inſtructed in the Way to Heaven, and to be Taught to know Chriſt and him 
Crucified, - Tis too Notoriouſly true, that too many of our Clergy in thoſe times turn d. 
Beutefe us in the Pulpit, and exercis d their Lungs more in Railery than Religion — 
ad- 


from Experience for us to Unite yet ſaſter, under | 
- ſhip. If the Stubbornneſs of One Party, and the Pride of the other will admit of no Con- 


(8) 

ftead of infiruAing their People in the Liberty wherein Chriſt had ſet them Free, they 
Taught them the Enſlaving Doctrines of Paſſive-Obedience and Non - Reſiſtance. They were 
no other than State-Div ines, and run into Court- Factions, and drew as many of their Peo« 
ple afcer them, as would be Miſled by the vain Notions of Arbitrary Power wich Hopes of 
Court Preferments Theſe were generally ſuch as were Preackers in and at: cur the City 
of London ʒ and if any others did not run into the ſame Exceſs of Loyalty and Perſecution 
with themſelves, then they were Branded as Presbyterians, and Enemies to the Church; 
ſo that we had not a Sober Religious Man of the Church of England, but what was tigma- 
tiz d as a Diſſenter, notwithſtanding he was of the Communion of the Church. 

Whilſt theſe were Drown'd in the Mud of Perſecution, others of them were as deep in 
the Vire of Debaucheryz which made them fo Scandalous that rhe People thrught them 
not proper Guides to Heaven, and very unſit to rake Care of other Mens Soul. , who were 
ſo very Negligent of their own; and ſo they ſought out for other Helps in the great con: 


cern of Salvation: And by this Means the Numbers of the Difſenters were conſiderably en- 


.creaſed. -For we cannot poſſibly expect that God ſhould Bleſs the Word to Heat ers, when 
it is delivered by one that does not in the leaſt Practice what he Preaches, 

Now, from what I have faid on this Subject, it neceſſarily follows, that the Union we 
Aim at can never be obtain'd, but by a Reformation of the Clergy of all forts. As Judg- 
ment begins at the Jouſe of God, ſo muſt alfo this great Work. 

The Difſenting Clergy, at leaſt very few of them, have not the Argument to Plead, as #t 


the Reſtoration, They are under no Obligations by the Solemn League and Covenant, their 


Conſciences are Free in that Point; and the rigid Temper of the Church-Men'being mach 
abated, and the Penal Laws againſt Diſſenters being taken off by 4d of Parliament, there 
[ſeems a Door open on this fide, for many, it not for moſt, ro enter into the Church. 

On the other fide, the Clergy of the Church of England, are now convinc'd by Ex 
ricnce, that Perſecution has been fo far from Adding Numbers to the Church, that it has 


ſenſibly Dimmiſhed them; chat too much Heat and Fire, inſtead of Strengthening, has 


Weakned che Walls of the Tabernacle 3 that all our paſt Misfortunes, the Judgments of 
God which have overtaken us in Years paſt,and rhe Impending Dangers which now threa- 
ton us, are chiefly owing to our Animoſities and Heats about Religion. Our Religious 


| Fexds and Cavits not long fince put us into a State of Deſper ation. The Church, after 
they had ſpent their time in Perſecucing the Proteſtanr Diſſenters, were not able to 
ſtand their own Ground apaiuft the Papiſts, who by the Heats among our ſelves, took the 


Advantage of ſtealing from us our King, and by that Means they were enabled with Power 


- ſufficient to ſeize upon our Civil and Regia Rights, And had not the Difſenters at that 


time fell in with the Churches Intereſt, and ſtood by the Eſtabliſh'd Church againſt Popery, 
ve ſhould now have had neither Proteſtant Churchmen, nor - Difſenters in England; for there 

vas never ſuch à horrid Maſſacre of Prateſtants Execued as was defign'd at that time. 
Now fince Unity at a time within Memory, has ſaved the Church of England, and the 
State, from finking into the bottomleis Pit of ED it ſhould be an Argument 
ſureſt Bonds of Amity and Friend- 


ceffions or Advances towards a Comprehenſion, however, let us Unite ſo far as to Op- 
poſe the Common Enemy, We ſee the Proteſtant and Popiſh Powers of Europe, are Con- 
federated together in the Defence of their · juſt Rights againſt the Common Oppre ſſor of 
Mankind, the French King 3 and why cannot the Proteftant Parties in England Unite for 
the common good of Religion and Chriftianity'? The Cauſe of God and Religion are alike 
the Objects of their Endeavours, and they are alike obliged to preſerve the Flock of 
Chriſt in theſe Kingdoms from the Dangers threatned them by the Popiſh Wolves, 

Tne only way for the Church of England, to drain the Conventicles, and by that Means 


to make a Uniformity in Religion, is.for the Clergy to Preach better, and to Live better than 


the Diſſenters ; for while the Clergy are Negligent in the ir Paſteral Charge, A 


(9) 
be ſtill occaſions for Reflections, which will promote and cauſe a Diſſent. We have Laws 
Eſtabliſhing che Clergy in the Revenues of the Church, nay, Confirming to them the ſmall 
Ththes, the Tenth Egg, and the Tenth Apple: They have Laws enough to force the Feople 
to 4 Payment of their Pues; but I know no Law whereby the People can force the 
Preacher to the Performance of his Daty. Our Laws limit the People as to the Payment 


of Eccleſiaftical Duties; but no Obligations can be laid by the People on their Preacher, ſo 


as to Oblige him to his Preaching Work; they can only Appeal to his Diaceſan, which 
is an Appeal to another Fudge and Court, than that which Obliges the Laity to the Pay- 
ment of 2 Dues, The Clergy in moſt parts of this Kingdom, are either ſettled ia their 
Livings by the Power of their Dioceſan; or by ſuch Lay Patrons as have the Diſpoſal of the 
Livings, and not by the Election of the People; and this makes them give their Parſhio- 
ners as much as they pleaſe of cheir Spiritual Performances. I never ſo much as look d into 
the Laws Eccleſiaſtick, to know how often thoſe, who have the Care of Souls, ought to Pray 
and Preach in their Reſpective Pariſhes. Bur the Scripture ſays, It ought to be done in 
Seaſon, and ont of Seaſon, And tis obſervable in and about London, where there are LeFurers 
Choſen and Paid by the People, that ſuch LeSurers are generally the moſt Solid and La- 
borious Preachers, And it is farther Obſervable, That where ſuch Preachers are, the num- 
bers of the Diſſenters are the leaſt 3 ſo that in this Caſe, we have an Argument from Ex- 
perience, that Good Preaching, and Good Living, is the only way to leſſen the Numbers of 
the Diſſenters. | 4h | 


The Negligence of the Clergy in the Care of Souls, has been the only Cauſe of the 
Decay of Piety in theſe Kingdoms. And one thing the Clergy muſt here give me leave 
to mention, and that is che Neglect of Inſtructing Youth in the Principles of the Chriftian 
Religion, whereby their Minds would be inuted to Religion; and any one who has the leaſt 
Sence chereof, knows full well the Advantages of Early Piety. To have Young Ones enter 


themſ-lves into Cbriſt's Service, and Repair under the Banner of the Church, before they 


are acquainted wich che falſe Deceits, and Alurements of the World, is the way to have a 
Nurſery, that in time will be good Soldiers of Jeſus Chrift; and when they ſhall Arrive 


to the full Stature of Men in Chriſt - Feſar, they will be a Support and Defence to that 


Church in Age, to which they have been an Ornament in their Louth. We have a Cate- 
chiſm, call'd, The Church Catechiſm, which, I ſuppoſe, was Compoſed by the Primitive Fa- 
thers of our Church for other Ends and Purpoſes than to be Read at Schools, and to be 


- Taught by Old Women. I my ſelf have known Youth Examin d by it in the Churches, 


where they have made a Publick Acknowledgemear of the Doctrine of the Chriftian Re- 


ligion, therein concain'd. This good Practice is now Diſcontinu'd both in the Churches and 


in Private Congregations. Tis not that the Devil rakes leſs Care now to beſet Tender years 
with his Temptations, Tig not that the Power of Sin is lefs prevalent over the Nature 
of Young Ones. Tis not that the ſame Care ought not to be now in Parents, in regard 
to the Souls of their Children, as formerly; bur *cis a ſenſible Decay of true Piety and 
Godlineſs, that occaſions chis Neglect among all ſorts of Chriſtians. 


Aud therefore can we do a thing more acceptable to God, and more beneficial to our 
Temporal and Eternal State, than to Unite in a ſerious Pratttce of Religion? I pray God 
put it into che Hearts of our Repreſentatives, ia theſe times of War and Calamity,to Oblige 
us all to a more Scrious Practice of Godlineſt. But have we not the Divine Law? Are 
we not hereumo obliged by the Statute Law of Heaven? And can all the Humane Laws 
in the World, the Frowns of Great Men, the Cenſures of a Profligate, Degenerate Age, pre- 
vent us from doing this Neceſſary Work, if we hearcily ſer about it? Were there no 


Humane Laws Countenanciog the true Practice of Godlineſs-3 yer this we may do of our 
ſelves. We may enter into 2 Religiou⸗ N and Aſſeciation agaiuſt Sin and the De- 


vil. 
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vil. We may Arm our ſelves with Faith and Prayer, and all the Weapens of the Righ- 
tes. We may begin our Warfare, and lay Siege to the Streng Holds and Fortify d Places, 
which 'Satan hath Built up in this Land. We may Storm his Citadels, and Undermine 
his Fortifications, and that without any Diſfoyalty to the State, for he that is the beſt Chri- 
flian, is certainly the beſt Subject. And this brings me to 2 


EXPEDIENT III 
Of Reformation of MANNERS. 


| T* is the Neceffary Conſequence of what I laid beſore, for without Reformation of. 


Manners, you li never fill your Churches. The Chrift;an Religion will have no Pro- 
fellors, and its Preachers will make no Converts, Now, tho every Man may Reform him- 
ſelf, yet a- General. Reformatian- cannot be effeRed without the Aſſiſtance of the Civil 

iſtrate. But what ſhall we ſay in this Caſe ? Here Religion receives irs Deaths Wound, 
and tis not in our Power to help her ; for whe can Reform the Magiſtrates, that hold the 
Scales of Fuſtice in their Hands? We had a Magiſtracy in former Reigns, that willingly 
enough pur the Penal Laws againft Diſſenters in Force, and this they. pretended to do for 
the Service of their Lord and Maſter, the King, But when had we a Magiſtry that would 
put the Laws againſt Vice, Propbaneſs, and Immorality in Force, for the Service of their · Lord 
and Maſter, Jeſus Chrift, whoſe Servants they are? Not in my time I am ſure. Now if thoſe 
whoſe Bufineſs it is to be on the Watch, are Negligent in their Duty, Vice may come up- 
on us by eaſie Approaches, and overfpread our Country with Prophaneſs and Debauchery; 
and when we are thus overcome, then are we an cafie Conqueſt to any Enemies. I. 
need no Arguments to confirm this Point. " 2s 


A Reformation of Manners is no dificult Task, when. undertaken by the Supream- 
Authority of the Nation, who have a Power to oblige the Execution of Laws, in 
this Caſe already made and 2 1 alſo to conſider of their Deficiencies, 
and to provide proper Remedies for the future. We may eafily Conclude what 
the Repreſentative. Body of the Nation may do, by what we fee is done by the 
Societies for: Reformation of Manners, aft e * 


And here give me leave a little to ſpeak of theſe Societies. of Truly Chriflian 


Men, who have been, like ſo many Lets in our Sodom, Labouring under the great Work 


of Reformation, and to whom we owe all the Signal Succefſes of our Armies and 
Fleers. Tis for the ſake of the Rightrous Ones among us, that the Connſels of our 


Councelfors are Bleſt wich Succeſs, that we are yet a. peo | 
the Face of the Earth. N 7 2 ple, and cut off from: 


Theſe Societies for Reformation of Manners, had their Riſe in the Late Reion. 
from the Counrenance of that Pious and ViEorious Prihce, William the Third, *07 
Bleſſed Memory; whoſe Name will be as a ſweet ſmelling Savour in the Noftrils of 
all good Men, to the utmoſt period of Time: Then they began, and have been 
®nblickly and Solemnly approved by a conſiderable Number of the Spiritual, and 
Temporal Leds, and Hononrable Judges of the Kingdoms of England and Ireland, and par- 


ticularly- 


„ 


. 
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ticularly by the Right Reverend Biſhops, in their Circular Letters, Printed in the 
Year 1699. and God has wonderfully Rewarded their Labour of Love, in their good 
Offices to the. Church of Cbriſt, and the Immortal Souls of their Brethren, in 
giving chem the Deſire of their Souls, a Happy Proſpect of growing Piery in theſe 


The Reverend Doctor Kennet, in his Sermon Preach'd to the Societies, Decem. 
the 11th 1701. ſays, If it be ad, Where be the Inftancey, or Examples of Refor- 
mation? Who, or what Sinners have been Converted from the Error of their Ways ? 
1 muft Anſwer, That they are Strangers to ths Deſign, wio do not know there be 4 
— uch Examples. Within a few Tears, by the Working of this Publick Spi- 
rit, 4 Multitude of Sinners have been Reprov'd, and, to Appearance at leaſt, bave been 
Reform'd. By 4 Moderate Calculation, no leſs than Thirty Thouſand Perſons have 
been Convicted for Prophane Curſing and Swearing. _ Near. the ſaid Number of Lewd 
and Diſorderly Perſons bave been brought to a NMerciſul Puniſhment, and were there- 
by Reclaim from their Vices, or at leaft Reftrain'd from the Publick Scandal of them. 
The Diſforderly Houſes that have been ſuppreſt in and bout this City, may be Cum- 
puted at about Eight Hundred, Above Ten Thouſand Examples bave been made of 


. Suffering, and Shame for Prophanation of the Lords Day. And, in 4 Word, to prevent 


the Raging of Sin, and to promote the Encreaſe Piety and Vertue, above One 
Hundred Thouſand Books of Religion, and earneſt Perſwaſrves from the prevailing 
Vices of the Age, have been given Away, and Diſperſed through our Cities and Vit 
lages, aud Fleets, and Armies, And @ little further,. he ſays, In 4 Word, Religion 
tas begun to look better, ſince the Laws better Executed, have it more in Coun- 
enhance. l | 0 


Beſides theſe Numbers mention d of Perſons Proſecuted, the Societies have yet 

made a farther Progreſs in their Undertaking, upon the Deſtitute Youth in and 
about the. City of London, It is ſhame fully known that many Boys and Girls, che 
Children of Poor Parents, who ſhould have been the Care of their fe- 
veral Pariſhes, have been Abandoned by Them and their Parents, and turn'd out 
of Doors roQhifr for themſeldes; ſome of them ſo very Young, that we have not 
known the Names of their Parents, nor whence they came: Theſe have beraken 
themſclyes, ſome to Begging about the Streets, others have conſtantly Attended 
at the Cuſiom- Houſe, where they have fed on ſuch Eatable Commodities as have 
drop'd from the Merchants Cast, and at Night have Rerired, ſome ro Brewery 
Stoke- Holes, and others to Glaſs- Houſes for their Lodgings, where they have lein Promiſ- 
cuouſly together, like Hogs in a Stie, having hardly Cloaths ſufficient to cover 
their Nakeaneſs; and many of them beraking themſelves to Thievery, have come to 
the Gallows before they have been Sixteen or Seventeen Years of Age. Theſe 
poor Deftitute, Forlorn Creatures have been the Care of the Soejetirs for Reforma- 
tion of Manners, Aud fore Hundreds of them, by their Charity, have been 
vided for in Work-Hoxſes, where they have had Education, and have been Taught 
the Pafrines ot the - Chriftian Religim, who before never, heard a Word of God, or 
Feſus Chrift, but in an Oath. So that the Societies have taken Care, not only of 
the Souls, but of the Bodies of theſe Miſerable Creatares, : 


As Vice and Propbaneſe ſpreads. it ſelf over the Face of the whole Earth; fo, 
Bleſſed be. God, has the Pian: Example, and Praflice of theſe Societies, in a great 
Mcaſure reach d many Places in England, at a far Diſtance from Lenden: As may 
appear by the ſeveral; Orders of Seſſions, that Encourage good- Chriſtians and good 

bs: © CM Cuizens, 
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Citizens, to give Information to the Magiſtrates againſt Prophane and Vicious Perſons 
viz. Glouceſter. June 8. 1691. | Hereford OF, 5. 91. Buckingham Of. 8. 91. Bodmin 
1694. Gloucefter 1698. Sap 1700. Surry 1700. Linceln 1700. Southampton Ang, 


11. 1702. Summerſer April 14. 1702. Befton April 16. 1702. Manchefter April 23. 


1702. Briſtol April 1. 1702. Cheſter 1702. Monmouth May 1702. Gloucefter April 1702. 
and at ſeveral other places which might be mentioned. 


| God has fo wonderfully Bleſt the Pius Undertaking of the Societies for Reformation 
Manners, begun in the City of London, that our Neighbouring Nations of Scotland and re- 
land have, by their good Example, centred on the ſame Work. in Scotland, the Project has 
been highly approved, by many of the Nobility and Gentry, and by the Commiſſioners of 
the Gener al 4ſſ: mbly of che Church of Scotland; ſo that there are 13 Societies of Reforma- 
tion Conſtituted in the City Edenburgb, and by their Example many more jo divers 
parts of the Kingdom; and by this means a New Court of Immoraltty is Erected in thar 
Kingdom. la the Kingdom of Ireland, it had the ſame Effet 3 nay, the Cbriſtian World 
has been lufſuenced thereby. The Account of theſe Societies are already Tranſlated into 
the French and High-Dutch Languages, and is at this time Tranſlating into the Latin 
Tongue. . f 

"This Good Example has already reach d our Colonies and Plantations Abroad. A Rever- 
end Divine lately return d from our Northern Plantations in America, has by the Encour- 
agement. of divers of our Biſhops (for the Propagation of Chriſtianity in thoſe parts) 
ordered a whole Impreſſion of the Account of the Societies to be Printed an 
and the fame Reverend Perſon, .ſays, That he thinks they have ſince made « more Remerkable 
Reformation there, than in either of Her Majefties Kingdoms. The ſame Account have we from 
New-England, where ſeveral Societies are formed at Boffon, and the like is intended to 
be done other parts of the Country. The like Account have we from the Iſland of 
Jamaica: Ar a General Meeting of the Clergy of that Iſland, at St. Fago de ta Vage, Nov. 
27. 1700. by the Appointment of the Commiſſary, the Clergy in Conjunction with divers 
olthe Gentlemen of that Country, have formed themſelves into a Society for Reforma- 
tion of . Manners, and the Propagation. of Chriftianity. | Fed - 


By ſeveral Gentlemen Arrived from Flanders we are iſſured, our? Societies are 
known in that Country; and that the Diſorderly Houſes at Bruſſels and other places 
are Suppreſſed 3 and that the very. Popiſb Priefts themſelves approve of the Project: 
The, Mnſicł-Houſes at Amſterdam, which were Houſes of 10 Fame, as are ours in Len- 
don, are Suppreſs d: And they ſo well approve of the Engliſh Societies, that the like 
are forming in ſeveral places in Holland. - | volt ; 


In Switzerland they have a Tranſlation of the Account of the Socjeries, and are making 
ſome Progreſs in the Undertaking. It has been Written from Schafbanſen, that t 
Re to hear of our Zeal in England, from an Account of our Societies, whi 

was there Tranſlated 3 and that they had Examples of the ſame ſort of Societies. 


From Germany we have the following Account from Doctor Frank, Divinity Proſeſſor 
at Hall, in Saxony. Fan. 21. 1700. The Eminent Succeſs of your Undertaking has been 
made known in Germany by the Reverend Door Fablonsti, Chaplain to the Newly 
Crown'd King of Pruſſia, who hath Tranſlated the Account of the Societies our of the 
Eogliſh into the German Language. Nor hath this Gentlemans Labour in it proved Un- 
| ſucceſsful a For befides the good it hath done to the Souls of many particular Perſons, 


who have been awakened thereby to a. greater Concern for their Spiritual Edification, 


i; bath had a particular good Effect at Norenbergh, in that it hath mightily put — 
. A war 


red and ſent thicher ; 
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ward and Encouraged a Society, conſiſting of a great Number of Citizens, who had 
ſome time before, began to meet at each others Houſes upon a Religious account, and 
from a Sincere Defire of the Truth, as a very worthy Perſon hath, by the Requeſt of * 


them all, acquainted me, Oc. 


The Famous Monſieur Furien in a Letter he writes from Rotterdam, takes Notice, 
that amidſt the many Soctetres that were in the World about the Concerns of Gold and 
Silver, and for bringing the Wealth of the Indies into other Countries, he had at laſt 
heard a moſt reviving Acconnt of Pious Perſons, United in very Succeſsful Methods 
for the Extirpation of Vice and Prophaneſr,. and the bringing down of the Riches of 
Heaven; for which he Praiſes God and Conceives great Hopes from hence, that thoſe 
happy — Enſue to the Chriſtian World which Holy Souls fo ardently defire 


Monſieur Overſtal tells us in his Letter, Dated April the 6th. 1701. That he had 
Printed in the Principality of Neuf · Chaſlle, an Account of our Societies 3 and that the Pious 
Deſigns Formed in England were ſo far approved, that their Conſiſtory reſolved to 
Buy up ſome Hundreds of the Printed Accounts, and that they were ſent to all the 
Conſifteries of that State to diſpoſe them to a Reformation of Manners, and to the ſetti 
up of Schools. The ſame has been Recommended to a large Synod of Divines Aſſem 
at Zurich, where the Account of our Religions Societies was Tranflired and Printed: 
At which time a Tranſlation of the ſaid Account by Monſieur Stherer was Print- 
ing in the German Language; and that Orders has been given, by ſeveral of the + 
Proteftane Cantom, for the Buying up conſiderable Numbers of theſe Accounts. 


From Malars in the Country of the Griſens, it is written by Menfieur de Abos, 
that at an Aſſembly of Divines met at 7a in that Country, on 2 2. 1701. a 
very ' Advantageous. Account of our Deſigns of Reformation was laid before them, 
w they intended to lay before their Synod, and they ned to appoinr a 
— Picty to keep a Correſpondence with our Societies in 


From the ſame , the Celebrated Madam Hertenſia de Sali, meu* 
tioned with ſo much Reſpect by the Biſhop of Salizdwry, in his Letters concer- 
ning Switzerland; In her Letter Dated at Cleft the 1o01þ of March, 1702. She 
Wrires thus, I cannot Sufficiently declare how great 4 Veneration-is bad for the Church 
of England, the King and the Illuſtrious Society, in this Country, by al, in Particular 
by the Clergy. They are every where Prayed for, and Remembred, as in ow Hearts, 
ſo in all our Pulpits alſo. I Truft in God (lays ſhe) that @ He had am, His 
Moſes's, Lots, and Samuels, that withbeld bis Wrath, Sc. So be will now, in our Days, 
Raiſe up many Sincere Chrifttans, who, by the Example of the Church of „ and 
of The Illuſtrious Society, will be Encouraged to Promote the Good, and Puniſh the 

according to the Laws and Cuftomes of every Country. | 


An Envoy Extraordinary tg the Cantons of the Switzers, Writes thus to an Eng» 
Ii Gentleman from Bern, September the 10th, 1701, I have Diſcouwſed with the 
Principal Perſons of this Church and State, and all of them Bleſs God for the Succeſs . 
wherewith be bath Crowned the Zeat of your Holy and Religions Society, and are alt 
of them Enclined to Entey into @ Correſpondence, 8c. s > $6” 4 


We. are farther acquainted by a Perſon of great -Reputarion in Swingrland ef 
ö | tter 


{ 14 ) | 
Letter Fept. 48. 4701. That Monſieur Anfifon, Commiſſioned to the Cantons by the 
King of Denmark, hath written co his Correſpondents at Berlin, Recommending 2 
Work; and that a Propoſal was there made for Tranſlating the Account of the 
cieties for Reformation of Manners, into the Daniſh and Swediſh Lang and that 
.a Deſign was laid for the forming ſuch Societies in Sweden and Denmark, according 
ta the : Engliſh Model, lu the ſame Letter he fays: The Societies in England are in 
ſuch great Efteem in thoſe Parts, that on the 6th of November 1701. Their General 
Appointed 'Faft Day, they Publickly Pray'd for the Preſervation of them, in all the Pro- 
#eftant Churches in that Country. TI hope that there is no Engliſhman that bath tbe 
leaft Spark of Love to bis Native Country, but will have in Honour theſe Incompareble 
Serietie f: If | there are any People ſo Impud ent, as to Speak Diſreſ ly of them, let 
them) took | to: it, that it doth not one time or other Fare with them, as now goes with 
+ + « + + (an Adverſarxy, he Means, of the Societies) at Zurich, who, I am teld 
45 ſo Aſbam d of bis having Oppos'd Us, ſince all Honeſt uen are of our fide, that be 
#s"-Reſolved o Leave bis Native Country, and go with bis Family inte forme Forreign 
Parts. Theje Unparallel'd Societies in England, are not only to be Regarded for the 
Hanoug they bring to their moſt Happy Nation, but far more for the Unſpeckable Good 
that they cauſe to the Church ef Chrift bab at Home and Abrond, and Annunciate a 
mere - Hluſtrious State of the Church of God, that is ExpeBed by the Conver fin 4 ibe 
Jews and Gentiles He adds to this, Thw, Dear Sir, we now find that all the 
Helvetick an Rbetick Churches, are Entirely Diſpoſed to Propogate Chriſtian 
| e Puniſh Vice, and Promote True Piery, 4 the Honourable Societies Invite 
if „ . 


Monfieur Brink, Chaplain to the King of Denmark, by Letter March the 2th, 1701. 
['Dafires 2 Reverend Divine of this Ringdom, 10 ſend bim the Books Relating to Refor- 
mation here, in Order te os Forward the ſame Deſign in that Kingdom ; and. 
: Care has. been! taken fer Tranſmitting into Sweden all the Books of Reformation, for 
Promoting ef tbe ſame | Deſogn. - bs 8 | 

T have been the larger on this Head, to let you ſee the Opinion of Foreigners 
-concernſhg- our Religious Societies. The Parties concerned ue have brought the 
greateſt Honour that can be to their Native Country, by making her the Example 
-of true Piety and Reſar mation God will, no doubt, abundantly Reward their Love 
——— —5 Men, and — Generations to come will [call. chem Sm 
King Witham,” of ever Glorious Memory, by Countenancing theſe Societies (as 
4 find hy che — Accounts) is — the Head of theſe Iaſtriau⸗ Worthies, 
1 a greater Honour by far, than to March in the Head of Potent Armies, than to 
1 wade in the Blood of his Encmics, or to return Loader with Wreaths of Victory: 

The Conqueſſ gotten in Martial Fields may be Great and Glorious, when obtain d in 
the Defence of lujur d Liberty, and for the Recovery of the Juſt Rights: of Man- 
kind yer this is a more Glorious Encerprize, and a more Honourable Conqueſt + 
Here is a Victory obtained over the Devil himſelf, by Defearing his Black and 
Legions of Vices and Luſts, which are the moſt Powerful Enemies; and when 
Encouraged; are the Cauſes: of Wars, and all other Calamities that befall Sinful 
# Men. "Now: we find here a Confcd berwixr the Religions (1 wiſh: F could ſay: 
1 Poweri) of England, and Foreign Proteſtants. We find the Mighty Wiltan iv the 
| Head thereof, which has given him the beſt Title, that can be; te an Immortal 
| *Crown of Glory; He is ceas d from his. Labours. ſor the Good of Chrifts Church ; 
and the State of England, and is ſucceeded by the Vertuous Queen Ann, who Tread- 
ing in His Steps 20 Im lun has Proclaim'd, and Declared to Het 265 


Her Abhorrence of Vice, Propbaneſs, and Debanuchery, and lias rerommended true 
Piety, Godlineſs, and Virtue to all fler Subjects. 15 | 


Now if we are minded to keep our Queen in the Head of the Religinus Confe- 
deracy, with the ſame Reputation, as had the Glorious ham, among Foreign 
Proteſtants, We muſt carry on our Religious Warfare againſt Vice and Immorality, 
with the like Zeal in this Reign, as in the Former. For if we once flacken our 
March, and make but flow Approaches towards the Enemy; If once we grow 
Cold and Indifferent in carrying on this War, The Proteſtants Abroad will believe 
that we have loſt our Firft Love; and may Conclude by our want of Zeal, a; 
formerly, for the Cauſe of God, and the Intereft of Religion, that ont Heat and Vi. 
gour is alſo abated in the Common Cauſe, and rhe Intereſt of Europe. And therefore 
to keep our Character, and the Reputation we Deſervedly got among Foreign 
Proteftants, we muſt keep up our Zeal for Religion and Reformation, that they ſee» 
ing us Heartily Engaged in the Service of Heaven, may believe us ro be carry- 
ing on in good Earneſt our Warfare againſt Hef, and againſt irs chief Inſtrument 
on Earth, the French King. | 


Bur here we cannot without Remorſe, reſtect on the preſent Condition of Re- 
formation, whoſe Worthy Champions ſeem to call Councils of War, and to contrive 
Methods how to keep up their Confederacy againſt Sin. Their Enemies now he-- 
gin to appear in Numbers, and that witch a daring Impudence. An àAſſociated Club- 
of Execyable Wretches, are Confederated for the Propagation of, Free, and all manner 
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1. of Prophineſs and Debauchery, The Societies are by them Ridicul'd and Scandaliz d, 
4 and ſuch as Write in their Vindication, are become the Subject of the Play - Houſe. 
= But theſe Revilings ſttould by no means Deter them from their Duty; and theſe 


Calves of Bethel, ſhould not ſeem as Lyons in the Way of Reformation. The Lord: 

Biſhop of Oxford. in his Sermon, Preach'd to the Socteries at Bow- Church, March 

the 3oth 1702. ſays, Thoſe Fools 3 that make a Mock at Sin, and a jeſt of Re- 

ligion : Thoſe Deſpicable Wretches, who Serve the Devil and divers Luſts, and are 

aſſals to their own Brutiſh Appetites, and Affectiant, may Deſpiſe, and Revile you, | 
make you the SubjeFs of their Impotent Malice, and Infipid Raillery. But ſo wonld' © g 
they bave dealt with the Son of God, had they Lived when be was upon the Earth; ; 
and ſo did the Wicked of that Age Treat him, and for the ſame Reaſon: And ſurely, 

When you confider Him, that endur'd ſuch Contradiction of Sinners againſt Him- 

ſelf, you will net, for any Reproaches you ſhall Suffer from ſuch” for ht Sake and 

Service, Grow Weary and Faint in your Minde. Fe 


One would think that ſo many Proclamations and Declzrations from tlie Ring, | 
the Queen, and that by the &dyice of their Council, againſt Prophaneſs and Im- | 
morality; and for the Encouragement of Piety and Vertze, ſhould have ſuch Au- 
thority with them, that no One durſt Oppoſe, or Beſpatter with Lies and Ca- 
lamnies the Societies for Reformation of Manners; but yet we find that theſe hard- 
ſhips they have undergone, and that they have been the Burt in this Nation for the 
Devils Inſtruements to Shoot at. The Reverend Doctor Kennet, before mentioned vety 
well takes Notice hereof in his Sermon, Preach'd ro the Societies, December the. 1 1ch 
1701. ſays he, The Adverſaries of God and Goodneſs, cannot juſtly upbraid you, that 
you have male ſo little Progreſs in this Honoarable Work, when your want of greater- 
Succeſs bas been owing to their ObftruSion and Oppoſirion z when they have put Stum- 
bling - Blocks, and even Snares in your way 3 when ye baue been Reviled by many. of 
the Multitude, and Diſcauntenanced by ſome few of the Magiftrates 5- when ye — 
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endured all the kinds of the Contradiction of Sinners, Frowns and Deriſrons, Threats 
and Reproaches, and the Little Wit of Fools, making a Mock ar Sin; when ye have 
met with Delays, and even Denials of Juſtice ; when their Plain Information have been 
turm d into Vexatious Suites, and Frivolbus Aﬀions have been brought againſt the doing 
of your Duty : when the Malice of the Devil and the Madneſs of the People, have done 


all that 3s poſſible to Blaſt your Endeavonrs, and binder Reformation. But indeed the 


Wonder is, that God ſhould Bleſs ſo ſmall a Beginning with ſo great an Encreaſe of 
Proſperity, and Happy Effects. | 2 „ 


The Lord Biſhop of Cheſter in his Sermon Preach d to the Societies March 31. 1701 
Encourages them to perſevere, notwithſtanding the Obſtrutt ions they met with in the Per- 
formance of their Duty: Says he, Ten who are concerned in Societies, on mm for promoting 
this Great and Noble Deſign, baue no doubt met with great Oppoſition, eſpectally when you 
firſt entred upon it; but by how much that was, by ſo much the greater will your Re- 
ward be, The moſt difficult part of your Work is already over, and your Progreſs for the 
Future will be dayly more eaſie. Ton have the Hearts and Prayers of all good Men with you; 


yea, the Almighty Lord and Governour is on your Side, Since-it is bis Cauſe you have 


Undertaken, you need not Fear, tho" all the Powers of Earth and Hell ſhouid be Mu- 
red up againft you. Go on, therefore Couragiouſſy in the Work you have ſo happily begun, 
and in which you bave hitherto met with Succeſs beyond your Hopes : Many of the Re- 
Thote parts of the Nation have already followed you, and the reſt when they ſhall come 
to be better acquainted with it, may be Influenced by your Example, till by Degrees ſuch 
4 General Reformation may Enſue, as may male this a happy Nation, and may Render 


your Names for ever Bleſſed who bave been the chief Inſtruments of it. 


The Right Reverend the Biſhops and the Reverend Clergy, who have Preach'd 


to the Societies for Reformation of Manners, have all of them given thoſe Illuſtrious 


Worthies, the greateſt Encouragement to perſiſt in their Holy and Generous Under. 
taking for the good of the Souls of den; and indeed, had they not been ARuared 
by another Spirit, than that which Governs the Generallity of Mankind, they had 
never ſurmounted ſo many Difficulties and Barriers in their way to Reformation. 
We find ir a difficult Task to Reſtrain, much more to Conquer, the Powers of 
Corrupt Nature within our ſelves; to do it then in others may ſeem an Inſuperable 


Difficulty, and indeed it can be done in none without Divine Aſſiſtance; tho the 


Societies cannot Boaſt of great Numbers of Principal Men, and Multitudes of the Po- 
pulace eng with them, yet they can truly ſay, that they have either the 
Hands, or the Prayers, of all good Men in England to help them forward in this 
Work, and have ſcen the Power of the moſt High, his Gracious Preſence and 
Bleſſing, attending every Step of their Reformation: And what is their Honour, and 
2 ſure Sign of Protection from Above, not one of thoſe Engaged-in this Work, has 
been juſtly Accuſed of any Enormous Crime, notwithſtanding Malice and Envy, the 
Father of Lies, and his Children, have Combined together to Aſperſe and Calumniate 
them. > FE. ; 42. yy * ö 5 5 f : g 


I am nom come to the Grand Point of Ways and Means to render this Work of 


ERefermation yet more EffeRual; and I pray God Endue cur Nobles, our Senators, our 


Clergy, our Laity, wich Divine Knowledge to contrive Means for this Neceſſary End. 
in vain do we conſider of Ways and Means to raiſe Money to carry on a War againſt 
| | . our 


our Enemies abroad, if we do not take care to Deſſtoy Vice, Immorality and Pro- 
WE phaneſs at Home, which ate the Procuring Cauſes of Wars and other Calamities 
= © a Kingdom; this muft be done, Removendo Probibens, & Promovendo Aaju vans: 
BY By Removing theſe things which binder, and by Procuring juch things as may Promote 
. 4 Reformation. 


. 


Of thoſe things that hinder and obſtruct Reformation, we may very well in the 


5 firſt Place mention the Pla- ouſe; for nothing has more Viſibly Corrupted our ; 
2X Youth, and hindred Reformation, than Plays, Interludes and Farces, &c. and much — 


cke more becauſe they are Tolerated. The Keepers of Diſorderly Houſes, of Bam. 


| the Nurſeries of that Vice, Prophaneſs, and Immorality, againſt which Her Majeſt 
| has Ifſued fo many Proclamations. In vain do we Attack Vice in the open Field, ; 
| if en has its Sanctuary to Retreat to, and its Fortreſſes of the Play- Houſe, the Cocks 


deadly 2 Monſter, ſuch a- horrid ge of Prey, that it ought to be purſued in | F 


Plays are Diverſions Eſſential to Courtiers ; if ſo, they ought to be confin'd to the 


dy- Houſes, and Gaming: Houſes have no Pretection, but lye open to the Law, and if 


once Convicted are ſuppreſt; but theſe Perſons hold their Houſes in Her Maje- ? 
ſties Name; they call themſelves Her Majeſties Servants in their Printed Bills of ; 
| Lewdneſs, In the Front of which they affix Her Majeſties Coat of Arms; and tho 1 


they have been Convicted in Courts of Fuftice, for Atheiftical and Blaſphemous Ex- 
preſſions, tor which they have been Fined by the Court; yet the Societies have 
not been able co ſuppreſs them, they flying for Protection under the ſhelter of 
Her Majeſties Name. I am very apt to think that Her Majefty little knows the | 
Dangerous Conſequences of the Play-Houſes to our Holy Relgion; and that they are | 


Pit, aud Bear-Garden, under the ſhelter of the Cannon of the Court. Vice is ſo 
all Places of the Kingdom without Exceptions. | 
I never was ſo well Read in the Nature of Courts as to know whether the j 


| Verge, og te the particular Audience of Courtiers. But as the Play-Houſes now ſtand, 0 
chey ate fill d with a ſtrange mixture of Auditors, of Nobility and Gentility, Quality, i 


ment is the lufallihle Conſequence thereof. Many a Young Trader by frequenting 


= and Mobility, Old Men and Boys, Gentlemen and Porters, Ladies and Kitchen-Wenchesz 
= for the Scenes of Lewdneſs, like thoſe of the Theatre, conſiſt of various Figures : 
Now methinks it is beneath Quality to mix in Diverſion with Tatterdemallions, and 

that the Populace ſhonld not ſo much as Taſte of the Divertiſements of Nobility, 


n Devils Houſe was to be ſupported by Contribution of Sinners 


Beſides the Damage done by Theatricel Diverſions to Religion it ſelf, as great a | 
Detriment thereby accrews to the State: Here the Noble Spirits of the Kingdom are | 
taken up, at beſt, by Empty and Infignificant Trifles, not worth the Notice of Chil- | 
dren; here our Warriours Learn Sham-Bactles and Imaginary Conqueſts: Here, 
our Young Men are Taught to turn Gxzmans, by ſeeming Villiany Acted to the Life: 
By the Scenes of Polluted Amours, here Repreſented, our Young Women are In- 
ſtructed in the Art of boring; and coming hither, is like touching of Pitch, Defile- 
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the Devils Exchange in Lincolns- Inn Fields, has not been able to ſhow his Head at the 
Exchange of Landan, und by this means a Family has been Ruin'd, and a good Trader 
loſt ro the Nation, -who, beſides his Benefit to the Common wealth, is a Loſs to 
the Crown, in the Taxes. he would have paid to Her Majeſty, 1 


Bur what vill Foreigners ſay of * when they find the Church, and . 


| | (18 ) 

Chippel” is ſupported by the ſame Authority in England; eſpecially in a time of War, 
when the Judgments- of God. are upon our Land becauſe of our Sins ? There is a 
Time to Mourn and a Time to Rejgce, a Time to Weep, and-a Time to Laugh; bur 
 whenwe ſee Menrejoycing and laughing under the moſt black and diſmal Cireumſtances 
when we ſee them Leabing and Dancing on the Brink of Rxin and Deſtruction, we 
muſt conclude em either ro be Mad, or that they are poſleſs'd with a Judicial Stu- 
pidity, In vain do we Faſt and Pray for the Bleſſing of God on our Armies and 
Navies, in vain do we hang down our Heads like a. Bulruſb for a Day, when the 
Morrow we return, hke Dogs, to our Vomit, and rejoyce wich the greateſt Exulta- 
tions to ſee Vice and Prophaneſs exalred on the High Places of the Theatre: This 
is not the Faſt that God has choſen, nor is it the way to Reformation, to ſtep 
from the Temple. of God, to the Tabernacle of the Devil. Es 


I. wiſh all goed Men would- employ their Intereſt with our. Repreſentatives, to 
get Plays diſcontinued, at leaſt during the War, ad for this we have the Ex- 
ample of one of our Allies, Namely. the Emperour, who has forbid the Acting of any 
Plays or Interludes during the War; and: methinks we cannot without Regret con- 
ſider, that in this Point, che Proeſt ams of England are Upbraided by the Vertue 
and Piety of the Popiſh Germans: Or at leaft that Plays might be only Confin' d 
to the Conrr, and this from Reaſons of State as well as Religion; for hereby 
the People will be the better enabled to anſwer the Laws for Collection of the 
Publick Funds, when their Viciow Wills are tyed = thy" paying Duties to the 
Devils Chaplains. Our preſent Circumſtances are ſuch, that the Republick had ne- 


ver more Occafion of Money, that Money never more likely to be expended 

to a. better purpoſe{z and therefore we ought rather to Retrench our Expences, and 

by ample. Supplies for the State, leaye no Room. left for Extravagance on Idle Luſts 
| 4. | | i | | 


: Methinks Plays ſhould never be Conntenanc'd by Crowned Heads, becauſe they 
rendey-the high Dignity. and Office of a Ning or - Queen very little and familiar. to 
the Crowd; They beitig' Perſnated on the Stage by Scoumdrels, and Ex to the 
view of: the ce, Dreſs'd up like Antiques and Fack- Puddings iu Tinſell Veſtments. 
| Here goes: a Fellow from ARing the part of a Monurch, to Act the part of a Cob- 
Er, ar an Ale» Houſe among Carmen and Porters; and there comes a Punk reaking - 
Hot from the Stews to Act the part of a Queen on the Stage. Things of this Na- 
ture, tho they may ſeem Innocent and Ludicrous, by conſtant Uſe make the No-- 
ble Dignity of a Monarch. ſeem a Trifle in the Eyes of the Populace 3 and therefore I 
wonder that many ſorts of Games are ſuſſer d under Monarchical Governments : 
What a fad Hecking avid Hewing of Kings and Queens do the Coblers and Tinkers 
make ar Cards, and in many Games the Knave of Clubs is Superiour to, and will 
Hang the © fineſt King or Queen of the Pack. To ſee at Cheſt and Draughts a. 
Crowned Head purſued into a Corner by the meaneſt Quality of Wooden Pig- 
mies, and theſe miſerably Slaughter d by them, is a Sight which would affect any 
one, that has the leaſt Veneration for a Crowned Head. However, with Deference to 
great Perſonages I think theſe Games ſhould be prohibited to the Common People. 


7 den-r ſay bot - cheſe things have been . formerly of good-Ulſe among che Gre- 
ciant: If we may believe ſome Authors, the Game of .Cheft- was found out at the 
Siege of Troy, and by it they Learn d the: Method of Sieges. Cards were the Charts, 


by. which they Taught their Children F rofpe&s and Ge and the true Site 
el Countries Jud Cities. mo 5 * Thei 
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Their Plays rouge them the Antient Hiſtories, and exact Chronology of for- 
mer Times, with the A#ions and Congueſts of the famous Men of Old, without 
any Additions of Fancy or Invention, wichour any Mixture, as uow a Days, of 
Ribaldty, Bawdry, Irreligion; and Blaſphemy. 


The Grecian Dice Taught their Children the Mathematichs, the Squares and Cubes, 
much eaſier than our Papers and Tedious Figaries. Such as Underſtand the Mathe- 
maticks, well know how much Six ſides of a Dye will help for the Root of 
all Perfect Cubes, and half Six for all Surds in that and higher Powers. Befides 
in many other Points, as well as in Architecture, as other parts of the Mathe- 
maticks: But now inſtead of. Proficable Sciences, got by the Uſe oi the Dye, it 
tends to the Ruin of many Families; and a Profligate Expenſive Heir will fling 
away, wich one Shake of his Elbow, what his Father, by the Sweat of his Brows, 
has been many Years gathering together, TY 


But the moſt diſmal Conſideration of all, is, That theſe Plays which were In- 
vented by Hearhens, for the Good and Benefit of the State, are perverted by 
Chriſtians, to the Diſhonour of God, and our Holy Religion, to the Ruin of the Souls, 
and Eſtate of the Natives, to the Propagation of Vice and Propbeneſs, and to the 
Veſtruction of Vertue and Piety, © | | vo Be RE 


But to return to the Stage; let us confider it as we are Chriſtians, and no 
One can ſpeak in its Defence, Theſe dre the Works of the Devil, the Pomps 
and Vanities of this Wicked World, which all Chriſtians have Renounced in their 
Baptiſmal Vow, and Early Covenant with God. They have been Condemn'd, by the 
Concurring Teſtimonies, nd the Unanimous Reſolutions of the whole Primitive 
Church, by che Canons of Fifty Five ſeveral Oecumenical, National, Provincial Synode 
and Councils of divers Ages, and Countries, by the Works of Seventy One Fathers, 
and Ancient Chriſtian Writers of chief Note, by the S»ffrages of above One Hun- 
dred and Fifty Chriſtian Authors of all ſorts; they have been Sentenced by Forty 
Heathen Philoſophers, Orators, &c. and by Pagan, and Chriſtian Laws and Edi#s. 


They have been Condemn'd and Suppreſs'd by the whole Stare of England, as 
moſt Prophane, Unchriftian SpeFacles, not tolerable in any Chriſtian Country. See 
Prius Hiſtrio- Maftix. page 712. The moſt Glorious and Proteſtant Queen Elizabeth, with 
the Advice of Her Council, in ConjunRion with the London Magiſtrates, and the Uni- 


_ verfities, in Her Reign, Suppreſſed and Inhibired Stage-Plays, Sword- Plays, and 


Afors, as Unſufferable Miſchiefs in any Chriftian State or City. 


If we ſhould tell our Convocation, that they are not as Orthodox Proteſtants, and 
Men of as Exemplary Piety, as were the Members of the Antient Syneds and Coun- 
cils, they would be very Angry; and yet ſince my time they have never Con- 
demned Stage-Plays as Irreligions, or have mov'd the Effates of the Kingdom, to 
have them ſuppreis d. Should I tell ſome Men chat frequent thoſe. Scenes of Lewd- 
neſs, that thereby they have broken their Baptiſmal Vow z and are unworthy Mem- 


bers of that Church, into which they were Baptix d, they would call me a Sefary 
and a Presbyterian, and tell me that tis none of my Buſineſs ro Dictate in Matters 


of Religion; tho tis every Mans Buſineſs, as he is a Chriſtian, ro carry on a 
Spiritual Warfare againſt Sin, and all manner of Prephaneſs. a 


It is not only the Pl - Hauſe which * the Theatre Royal, and is as it wy 
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the Cathedral Church of the Devil in this Kingdom, but the other: inferiour Temples, 
which are but as Chappels of Eaſe to the former, ought to be remoy'd, as Ob- 
flacles and Hindrames to Vertue, and the Reformation of Manners. The Drolls and 
Interla ies, at Smith. Field, and Southwark. Fairs, at May- Fair under the very Noſe of 
the Court. The Muſick- Houſes iv and about the City of London, ought to be 
Totally Suppreß d for the Reaſons aſore ſaid ;, and this muſt be done by Autho- 
rity of Parliament, and that by ſome New Ad. For tho we all know that Play- 
Booths and Mufick-Beoths, are directly contrary. to the Nature of a Fair, which is 
Eftabliſhed for the benefir of Trade and Commerce; yet are our Fair: turn'd 
into Buffconry,, ſer off with Booths inſtead of Sbops, and Peopled with. Merry An- 
| drews, and Jack Pudding: inſtead of  Trades-Men: The Miſchicfs that ariſe from 
theſe PraRices are obvious to the meaneſt Capacity; and tho' the. better ſort of 
Citizens have endeavour'd to Nedreſs this great r have they been obſtructed, 
becauſe the Impropriators of the Devils: Glebe · Lands, have been unwilling to part 
wich their pretenſions to the Mammon of Durigbteouſneſa. The Grand Jury a little 
 hefore laſt Bartholomew-Fair, did Preſent the Play-Honſe in Dorſet-Conrt, and the 

Drolls: and: Interludes in the Fair, as tending to the Diſhonour of GOP, and to 
the Corrupting of the Youth of the City; Notwithſtanding which, the Drols and 
Imerludes were Acted as formerly, and * Government it ſelf was Ridicul'd in 2 
pretended Show of all the Plate Taken by Her Majeſties Fleet at Figo. Now tis 
in vain for us to expect a thorow Reformation, whilſt Perſons are allowed to make 
an Advantage of Vice; and whilſt a Lord. Mayor, a Maſter of the Reels, and a. 
.Greom- Porter ſhall be allowed to get Money by the Sins of the People. 


+ -Theſe Hindrances and Obſtacles to Vertue and Reformation of Manners, being Ta- 
ken away by the Legi/lative Authority. of the Kingdom; The next Thing to be 
conſidered, is, Such Methods and Means as may promote and further Reformation. . 
The Husbandman will never Encreaſe in Riches, if he only Grubs up by the 
Roots his Barren Fig-Trees, and does not plant more Fruitful in their Room, If 
Vice be Suppreſt by a Statute-Law, and no Encouragement given for the Encreaſe 
of Vertue, which is the only thing can keep it under, the Buſineſs is but done 
by halves, and the end of the Deſign is quite loſt. 


The Societies for Reformation of Manners, ouglit principally to be taken Care off; 
they have entred themſelves Voluntiers in the Service of Heaven, and have hi- 
therto ſubſiſted themſelves in their Spiritual Warfare; and now- I think it is high 

time they ſhould be brought on a National Eſtabliſhment, ſince their Proceedings 
have ſo much Redounded to the Honour of God and theſe Kingdoms. We have 
Companies Encorporated for Worldly Trade and Commerce, and why ſhould not 
* . theſe Companies that carry on the Heavenly Trade be Armed wich like privi- 

ledges. and Powers? They want nothing but a National Authority, to carry on a 
National Reformation, which is the procuring Cauſe of National Eleſſings. We re- 
Joyce when we hear of the Succeſs of our Armies. and: Navies, of Towns and 
Plate-Fleets: being Taken; would it not be greater Matter of Joy to hear that Com- 
panies in the Service of Heaven, had Batter d down and Taken the ſtrong: Holds 
which Satan has Fortify'd in our Country? If we rejoyce to hear that our pri- 
ſoners Abroad are Redeemed and Delivered from the. Galliet, and the Bondage of 
Tyxants; (hall we not much more rejoyce, when the Souls of our Fellow. Natives 
ate Reſcued from the-Captivity and Bondage of Sin and Satan? If we make Pro- 
| viſion to carry on the Cauſe of our. Country againſt our Foreign Enemies, and 

arc, regardlsfs . of, the. Cauſe of God, which is beſet with. Inteſtine Foes, we Act 
9 5 the 
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& & ne 
rhe part of a Fooliſh Builder, who Eres a Stately Structure without Examin- 
ing into the Condition of the Foundation. a ee 


Methinks the Neceſſity of our Affairs in a war, mould be no. hindrance. ro the 


carrying on this Warfare againſt Hel; fince we cannot expect any Succeſs in the 


one, without the utmoſt Vigour in the other. We have raiſed Millions upon Mil- 
lions for the Security of the State, our Lands and Traffick; but not one Gods-Penny 
has yet been raiſed for the Support of Verme, and the Suppreffion of Vice. Nor 
do I intend to frighten Worldings in this Caſe by a- Proſpe&t of Additional Taxes, 


the only thing wanting is, a - ſufficient Authority for the Societie- engaged in the Re- 


formation of Manners, This great and good Work will be carried on by theſe 1h 
luſtriaus M orthies, at the Expence of Pious and Well Diſpoſed Chriſtians : Their 
Furſes and Hearts are open in the Work of Reformation and Charity; and their 
Succeſs from ſuch ſmal] Beginnings, and carried on againſt many Difficulties, the 
Contradiction of Sinners and the Diſoouragements of ſome in Magiftracy; are ſure 
Omens of Greater and more Glorious Succeſſes, when they ſhall be Recognized 
and Empowered by the Supreme Authority ef theſe Kingdom. | 


I ſhall nor preſume to preſcribe Ways and Means for this great End: When 
ever the Almighcy ſhall open the Hearts of our Repreſencatives to confider. this 
great Affair, I am ſure their Eyes will be opened to find out che meſt proper 
Methods for its Accompliſhment, and that they will be Endowed with Wiſdom 


from Above: Which I pray God grant for the Honour of his Holy Name, and 


the good. of theſe Sinful Kingdoms... | 


ih * 
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Of Reſtraining ſuch Perſons as are Enemies to the 


Chriſtian Religion in General, or to the Prote- 
ſtant Religion in Particular. | | 


To Settle the Relighn aud Church of England, on à ſure Baſis, we“ muſt rake 


1 Care to diſcountenance ſuch, whoſe Principles lend to che Deſtruction of Cbri- 


flanity, and the Principles of the Reformation: Like good Hurbendmen we muſt- pluck up 
the Weeds that Choke and Spoil the Growth of the-Corn, Our Bleſſed Saviow will 


never have a good Harveſt of Souls in England, whilſt we Encourage the Blaſphe- 


mie of Fudaiſmn, and the Superſtitions of Poperyz and therefore theſe two forts- 
of People ought to be reftrain'd in order to the Propagation of Chriſtianity, and 


the true Reformed: Religion-- in England. 
The Jem, were once Gods People, and will be ſo again, when«@tht Gracious 


Promiſes of God to them ſhall be ful filled; but the Reflor atm of the Gentil v, 
belug to preceed that of the Jews, which being not yer Accompliſned, we know 
ve hom far the other may be off: Nor are-we to enquire into. the 6 

„ : ons 5 -- 
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ſons z which are known only to Him who had His Being from Eternity, and to 


whom alone are known his own Eternal Purpoſes, and the Predetermined Events 
in furure Times: Of this we are certain, that the Jews for this 1700 Years, 
have been the Subjects of Divine Wrath, in a Fugitive and Vagabond State, hardned 
in Impenitence ever ſinee they Crucify'd the Lord of Glory. Aud we, to whom the 
Myſteries of the Goſpel are Reveal'd, who are come to the Knowledge of Jeſus, 
the Mediator of the New Covenant, and to the Blood of Sprinkling, which ſpeaketh 
better Things than that of Abe}, are in Duty bound to pity their Ignorance and 
Obſlinacy, and to Pray for their Converſion; yet at the ſame time not to En- 
-courage chem in their {mpieties, ſo 3s to obſtrutt the Currency of the Chriſtian 


The 7er, deny the Divine Nature and Incarnation of our Bleſſed Saviour, they 
were the occafion of his Crucifixion, and to this Day Ridicule his Paſſion, his Re- 
 ſurreFion and Aſcenſion, and his Offices as he is - Mediator of the New Covenant: 
The whole Hiſtory of the Life of Jeſus they efteem as Fabulous, and Account 
Him as the greateſt of Impoſtors. The Penmen of the Goſpel have born their Te- 
ſtimony againſt the Fews. They are called Unbelievers. Heb. 4. 6. Rom. 11. 20. 
They are call'd in Scriprure Infidels, and the Synagogue of Satan; and as they 
.are againſt the very Foundation of the Chriſtian Religion, ſo the Chriſtian Powers 
And Authorities ought to be againſt them. 


I ſhould not recommend the Sanguinary Laws of Edward the Firſt to be 

in Execution againſt the Jews, tho ſome of thoſe Laws are enough Reaſonable 
at all Times; for we have not the ſame occaſion (at leaft viſibly fo) to puniſh 
the Jews, as had our Anceſtors; in whoſe times Jews were ſo very Nume- 
:rous, and Inſolent withall, that they not only Stole Chriftian Children, and Gru- 
cify d them in Mockery of our Saviour, but they became a Peſtilent Grievance to 
the Commonwealth, and ſeemd Powerful enough to Subyert a Government. And 
tis to be Nozed that whenever the Jews were Introduced and Encouraged by 
the Powers of a Kingdom, it was done by Evil Princes or Miniſters, for Indire# 
Ends and tert = . . | 


_ William" the Firſt, ' falſely called the Congueronr, finding that the People of Eng- 
land would keep their Ancient Right of ring Money by themſelves for the 
Publick, and he being reſolved to make good the Title of Conquerour, which he 
had fo vainly afl „ knew this could not be done without Money; and confi- 
dering that his old Friends the Fews at Roan, had amply Aſſiſted him in his 
Deſcent upon England, he was willing to have them neu him; and the Jews 
who a long Time had endeavoured, without Succeſs, to get a Settlement in Zu-. 
lind, were as willing to come as he could be to have them; fo that William 
made double Earnings of this Affair, he got the Jews Tranſlated from Roan to 
London, and it was done, as the Hiſtory ſays, Ad Numeratum Pretium, for Mo- 
ney Numbred, a good, Sum to be ſure, And both Ralph de Hollingſhed and Jabn 
Stow tells us, That our Saxon Anceſtors complained of this as 4 great Grievance 
that William ſhould appoint a place for the Jews ro Inhabit in England. . 


willen Rufus went much farther chan his Facher 3 ſor he Encouraged. the Jews 
to entet into Diſputation with the Bifhops of the Realm, concerning the Divinity 
of Feſws Cbriſt, and Argued Publickly that our Blefled Saviour was an Impoſter ; 


and This William Swore by the Beard of Saint Jule, that if the Jews got the 


$ 


better 
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(23) | 
better of his Biſhops, he himſeif would turn Jew; which ſo Fncouraged the 
7ews that they grew Iaſolent, aud derided the 2ihops whereever they met 
chem ; for they verily thoughe by a Sam of Money to have Corrupred the King, 
and ſome of the Biſhops, and by Degrees to have prevefred the People of the 
whole Nation to Juda. Bur the People of the Realm were ſo Incenſed there- 
ar, that they deſtroyed the Fews with 4 miſerable Slaughter chroughour the 


5 o 


The ſhortneſs of this Track will not allow* me to Launch to far into the Ac- 
count of the Jews, and of their Behaviour, and the Laws, made agſttiſt them 
in the Days of our Anceftors. © My Deſign is only to give the Reader ſome ſhort 
Hints how we came by them, and how we may either ger Totally rid of them, 
or bring them to ſuch a Decorum, as they ſhall be no Prejudice to the Chyiſtiun 
Religion, I could give you many Inſtances from Hiſtory, that the Jews are the 
moſt Implacable Enemies of the Chriſtians 3* that they Love a Turk, à Heathen, a 
Barbarian, nay, à Nad better than they do a Chrftian. I ſhall give you one In- 
ſtance hereof, Recorded by our Faithful- Hiſtorian, Maithew Paris, in the Year 1241 
The Jews of all Countries Entered into 2 Heltifh Conſpiracy to Enable the Tartars 
to Invade Chriſtendom, and re Extirpate the Chriſtian.. In order thereuhto the 
Jews in Germany, from time to time, filled ſeveral Thouſands Casks wich Arms, 
and ſent them to Turtary, under a Pretence that they were fill'd with with Wines. 
Now the Tartars being by Principle and Cuſtom to Drink no Wine, but what is 
made by the Jews, the OGermun, took lictie Notice thereof; but flill ane Num- 
of — and the Germans believing the Jews could not make ſd ma- 
ny Wines as they ſent to che Tartars, they began to Queſtion the Fews hereupon; 
who told them, That they bad  Lengtbenned ont their Wines with Poiſonous Mixtires in 
order to Poiſom all the Tartars: Bur ſome of the Cuſtomers, who where willing to fee 
the Inſides of theſe Casks, broke ſome of them open, and found them full of Arms. 
and Armour; hereupon the Germans made a ſtrict Enquiry, and made à large Diſ- 
covery how Europe was to be Betray'd. by the Few; and in Revenge of this Trea- 
2 they Immediately put all the Jews to the Sword, both Men, omen, and 
Chilaren. 1014255 307 0098 3765975 5 Fo 


All the Hiſtories of Europe that mention any thing of the Jews, do preſent” us 
with Accounts of their Implacable Malice againſt the Chriſtiats in General; but 
we of the Northern Countries have found em particular Enemies; for as we are the 
moſt Reformed from the Errors and Superſtitions of the Church of Rome, by ſo 
much the more hated are we by che Few: As à good Chriftian" loves the Image 
ot Chriſt, where ever he finds' it, let him that bears be of what Nation or — * 
ſoever; ſo the Fews hate the Perſon that bears the Image of His Saviour on his 
Heart, and eſpecially him on whom it has made the deepeſt Impreſſion. The French, 
the Spaniards, the Portugueſe and Italians, are not ſo much hated by the Jews as are 


the Northern Chriſtians : As by their Complexions they may be Deſcended from ſome 


of their Tribes, ſo by their Superſtitions the Fews may think them eaſie to Pervert; for- 
thoſe who Worſhip the true Sayonr in ſo Falſe and Ridiculous a manner, may in 
all likelihood be ſoon brought n deny him. . | 906029 08 08 ee 
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It may nor be amiſs for our Repreſentatives to enquire jaro the Behaviour of the 


Jews at preſent in England. In Reigns of leſs Circumſpection, the Jews? have Bar- 


longing to the Mabome tan 


Ul 


barouſly . Betrayed ont Sea-Faring Men in Captivity at Argiers, and other Places be- 
Faden! Rover, to the gteat Loſs of- our Merchants, 2 


| 
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the Ringdom: They have always been here as Spies in Times of Peace and Var; 
and | know no Reaſon fince our Men are made Captives by means of their lu- 
telligence, why they ſhould not be Taxed for the Redemption of Engliſh Captives 
Abroad: It may be with preſent Enquiry, what Sums of Money have been Re- 
mitted by the Jews to places beyond the Seas, ſince the laſt Seſſions of Parlia- 
ment; for our Accounts from Abroad tell us, that the Armies of the French in 
Bavaria and Tyrol, have ſubſiſted by the Money remitted them by ſome Foreigners 
in England; if this holds true, we may raiſe Money to the laſt Extremicy, when 
we have a Company -of Foreignets among us, who bot only give Intelligence to 
the Enemy of our Military Preparations, and: of the Sailing oi our Merchants Ships, 
but alſo Aſſiſt our Enemies with Money to carry on the War againſt us. 


How Conſiſtent it is with «the Intereſt of a Chriflian Government, to have the Sa- 
viour of Mankind publickly Blaſphemed every Week, in a Jeniſþ Chappel, I leave 
:the, Reader to determine; but ſure I am, in a Political Conſideration, theſe Peo · 
ple ought pot. to be Tolerated but under the gremeſt Reſtrictionss yet ſuch is 
the Encouragement. they now have, that a. Jem 4s not to be diſcovered from a 
Chriflian either by Habit, or Priviledge of Commerce: If ſome Edwards Laws againſt 
the Jews, were too ſevete, that of wearing the 7elow Badge is Innocent enough; 
aud I know no -Reaſon why it ſhould not be put in Practice, as a Diſtinguiſning 
Mark betwixt Chriſtians and Jews, that we might know one from the other. 


1 know not by what Fatal Overſight the Fews are. fo) much Encouraged in Ex- 
land. and more Eſpecially in the Gizy of London, where they are Permitted. to be 
Brokers, as Natives; I have not indeed Read the Late AR of Parliament, ſor Re- 
gulating the Brokers of that City, but I am ſure this Practice is contrary to Ancient 
Law and Cuftom. There is a Long Oath to be Adminiſtred to every Broker of the 
| "City of London; Now either the Lord Mayer and Court of Aldermen of that City, 
have Admwiſtred this Oath to the Jewiſh Brokers, or they have not Adminſtired 
this Oath.. If they have not, than are the Jews no Legal Brokers; if rhey have 
. Adminiſtred the Oath, it is done againſt a known Law, viz. That no Jew 
ſhall be Sworn upon the Evangelifis, . X | | Re ENT 


This ſuffering of Jews to be Erokers, I think as much Contrary to the Tenour of the 
Oath they Take, as it is Contrary to Reaſon, and the Advantage of Trade, Part 
of the Oath is. And that ye neither make, nor de to be made, any Manner of Bar- 
£ain between Foreigner and Foreigner, or Foreigner and Stranger within the Franchiſes 
of ohis- City, ner wit heut, upon Pain of Forfeiture, af One Hundred Pound 10 the Chamber 
-vf London, ad Loſing of your Office for Ever; And let the Reader conſider how 
the Jews are likely to comply with the part of Oatb which | Follows. 4% ye 

be in mo Livery with any Perſon, ner Hoft, any anner of Stranger or. Alien, 

Pain of Looſing peur Office. It is worth Enquiry, how the Jews comply with 

this part of the Oath. Alſo that ye ſhall not be » Harbowred, nor Loaged with 

any Merchant Stranger, within the City of London, & Liberty thereof, And tis in 

the Power of the Lord Mayor for the Time being, and the . Aldermen, to eall all 

Brokers to an Account, how they have behaved chemſglves; ſor the Brokers are 

obliged in theſe Words. Alſo ye (hall do al your Bargains, that ye ſhall make be- 

tween am manner ef Perſons, to be Written in 4 Book, and that ye. ſhall have the 
ſame Book ready before the Lord Mayor and Aldermen for | the Time being, | 
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Ant to return to the Jews az they are Enemies 0 (lviſlianity; let us 22 
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| preſent are in? 


_ Englayg,. as came there to Worſhip, | 


(25) 

conſider them as they are Tolerated Blaſphemers, and the Miſchiefs that may ariſe 
from ſuch a Toleration; but ler ns conſider them as they are Encouragers of Pro- 
Phaneſs, and Obſtacles to the true Profefſion of the. Proteflant Religion. If they are 
ſullered to kecp the Jewiſh Sabbath with all irs Rites and Ceremonies, they ought 
to be debarred from Prophaning the Chriffian Sabbarh, by drawing che Chriftians 
to the Exchange of London to make Bargains on the LordrDay'; I think it would 
be but Reaſonable for the Fews to be Confined to their Honſes during the Chri- 
flian Sabbath; for the Enemies of our Bleſſed Lord and* Saviour Jefius cli a 

not with their Unſanctified Breath to Pollure the Air of that Day, which our 
Lord hach ſer apart, Hallowed, and Inflinned for his own Service. l 


It may not be amiſs to . .. what Jews there are in England, who Coha- 
bit with Chriftian Women, and how many Chriſtians. have been perverted to Ju- 
daiſm for fome Years laſt paſt. | : 


The Papiſts are another fort of People who are Enemies to the Proteftent Re- 
ligion of England, and therefore ought to be Reſtrained : They profeſs themſelves 
Chriſtians, but theit Religious Worſhip confifts of ſuch mixtures of Humane Rites 
and Ceremonies, and Heathen Tdolarraw Superſtitions, that they cannot be Tolerated 
in any Proteſtant Country withont Infection. fis true they are not Tolerated in Ex- 
lani by a Law, yet they too much Seduce the Natives in Corners, and Under- 
mine Eſtabliſh d Religion by Secret Artifices. Their Principles are ſuch” as give 
a great Latitude to the Senſual Vofuptuous Inelinations of Mankindy and Carnal 

erfons are eaſily Seduced into a way which gives ſo great Liberty to their Luſts - 


* where the Prieſts have a Power to Forgive Sins, their Temples will never 


want Votaries. ih 


It may be worth a Nationaf Enquiry,” how many ' Prpifh Prieſts are come into 
theſe Realms fince Her Majeſties happy Acceffion to the Thronez by what Autho- 
ricy and Power = came over, where Settled, and in what Capacities they ar 
x 'Tis true, the Ambaſſadors from Popiſh Princes to the Crown of 
England, have the Priviledge of their own, Chappels, bur tis worth Enquiry how 
many Priefts. in England go under the Notion of aplains to fuch Ambaſſadors. 


1 am told that our Ainbafſadors Abroad have the Privikedge but of Two Chap- 


lains at moſt in Papiſh Countries, and 1 ſuppoſe a3 many may be ſuffictent tor 
any Ambaſador refiding in our Country. It may alſo be worth while to enquire whe- 
ther any of Her Majeſties Natural Born Subjects do frequent the Chappels of any 
Foreign Ambaſſador, and to put the Laws in Execution againft' ſach Perſons; Care 
whereof was taken in the late Reigu, by Ordcring the Conſtables of the Pariſhes 
every Lords-Day. to attend the Doors of the * of Foreign Ambaſladors, and 
there take an Account of the Names of ſuch of the Natural torn Subjects of 


— 
” 


| Anovter head of Enquiry, may be in Refrion to Lands given in Kugland to 


Superfticious Utcs, and to Maintain Seminaties for the ducateg of Youth in the 


Remiſh Religim in Foreign Countiys, from whence they ate fenc as Miſfimayies | 


into England, for the Pripagation of the Catholich Fatt: How many of cheſe 'Year- 
ly go our, and how many return. f 5 ä 


Ik che Eſtates of the Kingdom ſhall think fit to- make any new Bill for the. 
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Reſtraining of Popery, I think little le ſs than Confiſcation of Lands, Goods and Chatiles, 
ought to be the Fenalcy on ſuch as ſend their Children to Popiſh Seminaries be- 
yond Sea; For every One thus ſent away, is a Subject Loft, and an Enemy gain'd' 
to the Queen and Realm; and like Fiſhes, they Encreaſe and Multiply, when they 
Return to bervert the Natives from the Eſtabliſhed Religion to the Roman, It is 
2 thing o be Wondred at, that ſo many Plots of the Papiſt- againſt our Religion, 
and Con/piracies againſt the Lives of our Soveraigns, ſhould not put us upon Me- 
- thods to find out who the Perſons are that Maintain and ſupport the Evrgliſh 
Relig ian Houſes beyond the Seat, which are. ſo Numerous, as you may ſee in 4 
Book lately Printed, called, The. Preſent Danger of Popery in England, and if we may 
believe the Author of the Letter to a Member f Parliament, Printed for Mr. mer, 
we are not without theſe. Religiass Floaſet, and Nurſeries of Popery in England ; fo 
that we are. beſet with, Papifts,. both at. Home and Abroad. 2M ; 


It ſeems Impoſſible that the State and Church of England ſhould be ſettled on 
A Laſting Foundation, while theſe. Her Mortal Enemies have the leaſt Countenance, 
in our Country: We may as well expect to keep our Houſes free from Infection, 
when we Suffer People Sick of the Plague, to Bed and Board with us. The 
Principles ol. the Papiſls, are ſuch, that muſt of Conſequence Deftroy both the 
Queen and Her People, if ever they procure a Competent Force to accomplifh that 
End: For they are King: Killers and Queen-Kilfers by Profeſſion, and they Meric 
Heaven. by e Heriticks Root and. Branch. Maſſacres and Slavghters of Pro- 
_.. teftants, ate the chief Metitorious As of their Proſelites, and the more of theſe 
they Murder the leſs Time have they to ſtay in their. Purgatory: And a Roman 
Gunbalick that ſhall be ſo happy as to Murder a. Proteftant King or Queen, tho' he 
be Hang'd for the FaQ, he's certain of Heaven after Death, and ſure to be Ca- 
nonized for a- Saint, And are Men of ſuch Sanguinary Principles fit to Live in 
any Government? And can we be ſafe while we entertain. Men among us that are 


in Conſcience to cut our Throats? 
| | 


We. find the Parliament in Treland are. paſſing a Bill there for Reftiraining of Pa- 
Ne and Popery. That Kingdom has been ſufficiently Warer'd with che Blood of 
is Proteſtant Natives, to ſuch a Degree, that tis a Matter of Wonder there is 
m Occaſion of a Bill of. that Nature at this preſent time : One would have thought 
that Kingdom ſhould have been as clear of Papiſts, as it is of other Venemous 
Beafts;, but too much Lenity and - Compaſſion in Proteflants have always given the Ro- 
maniſts an. Advantage over them. Compaſſion is indeed a Chriftian Duty, but the 
Exceſs of it turm into Cruelty. We are Cruel to our ſelves and Poſterity, when we 
ſuffer ſuch Bloody Enemies to watch ſor our iy: | 


©, Thoſe are little acquainted with the Deſigns. and PraFices of the Papiſts, who 
know them not to be the chief Fomenters of our Inteftine Differences, both in 
Civil and Religions Concerns, and that they have Ways whereby. they create Miſ- 
underfianding betwixt Parties, and even amongſt thoſe whoſe Buſineſs it is to 
Compoſe our Differences: They are the Devils Bellows, that Blow up the Coals . 
- of. Contention whereever they come; their Tongues are ſet on Fire of Hell, and like 
the Mighty Leviathan, they Reſt beſt in Troubled Waters z and we muſt never 
expect co have Peace in the Church or State, till ſome New. Laws are made for the 
duppreſſion of our Common Diſturbers, IE 5 | | 


And- 


(27) | 
And when once we Eurer on this Neeeſſary and Glorious Work, 
care to ger _ "% of thoſe ane of Superſtition, — 
us, and give the Papiſty yet Hopes of our Ruin. { ſhall not 
my Depth on this Subject, Yor Fear of Offending ſome, who 1 have Ohaviey — be. 
lieve are Friends to -Popery, our of meer Ignorance, But ſure 1 am, if the Ob- 
ſervation of the Popiſh Red - Letter Days were laid aſide, it would be much for 
the Common Good; if there were no more in it than this, ther by the Obſer- 
vance of thoſe Days, the Youth of England Loſe ar Leaſt a 4th Patt of their Schooling 
and what is worſe, are Expoſed to the Contagion of Vice and Prophaneſs, by 3 
Diſcontinuance of their Learning. . 


which remain among 


What I have faid is Deſigned only for the Good of „ pk | 
its Natives; I don't Direct, but Endeavour to ee 4 is Se *. 
<a and who knows but a- Poor Man. may Szye a Wation, as ſoon. 
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TCC 
+53 Engliſh: Mon, Viz . the True-Born Engliſh-man.. A Satyr. 
2 The Mock Mourners. A Satyf. 2, Reformation of Manners, A Satyr. 


4 The Sen Deſcent. A Poem. 5. The Poor Mans Plea, con- 
cerning Reſormation oi Manners.” 6, An;Enquiry into the Occaſional 
Conformity of the Diſſenters, in Caſes of Preiermenn: With 6 Pre- 
face 10 Mr. How. 7, An Enquiry idto, Occaſional Conformity: Shew- 
os * that che Diſfenters artz na Way concern'd in it. 8. A New Teſt 


the Church of England's Loyaley.. 9. The Shorteſt, Way with the 

enters. 10. A brief Explanation of the Shortaſt Way with the 
Difſenters. 11. A Dialogue between a Diſſenter and the Obſervator, 
concerning The Shorteſt Way with Diſſenters. 12. Zex Talionis: Or, 

An Enquiry into the moſt Proper Ways to Prevent the Perſecution of 
the Proteſtants in France. 13. A Letter to Mr. Hom, by Way of Re- 
Ply to his Conſiderations of the Preface to an Enquiry into the Occa- 
| 2 Conformity of Didenters. Price Bound Two Shillings and 
* Eng lands Intereſt :'Or the Gentleman and Farmer's Friend. Shew- 
ting, 1. How Land may be Improv'd from 205, to 8 I. and ſo to 160]. 
bier Acre, per Aumm, with great Eaſe, and for an Inconſiderable Charge. 
2. Ho to make Cyder, Perry, Cherry, Currant, Gooſeberry and Mulberry 
Wines, as Strong and Wholeſome as French and Spaniſh Wines: And 
| The der and Wines To made to be Sold for 3 d. per Quart, tho as good 

as Wine now Sold for 18 d. 3. The Beſt and Gaickeſt way of raifing 
a2 a Nurſery, . 4. Directions for Brewing the Fineſt Malt-Liquors, much 
Better and Cheaper than hitherto known: Shewing what Care is to be 
taken in the Choice of Water, Malt, and Hops; and how they are to 

be Mixed, Boyled and Fermented, for making the beſt March and Oo. 
ber Beer, Strong Ale, Cc. \5. laſtructiogs for Breeding Horſes much 
* "Cheaper, and to a far greater Advantage than before known. 6. Of 
the Husbandry of Bees, and the great Benefit thereby. 7. Inſteuctions 
For the Profitable Ordering of Fiſh Ponds, and for Bteeding of Fiſh. 

The Secggd Edition, wirb large Additions. Price Bound 1's. 

3. The Levellers A Dialogue between two Young Ladies. Con- 
_ -cerning Matrimony, Propoſing an Act for Enforciag Marriage, for the 
Equality of Matches, and Taxing Single Perſons. With the danger of 
. Celibary to a Nation. Price Six-pence. 
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